
Condition report 

Client: Waddington’s 
275 King Street East 
Toronto, ON, M5A1K2 

Two Worcester Hexagonal Vases with Japan pattern 

Condition: 

Both vases have older restoration to the narrow neck. The restoration has yellowed on the 
inside and to a lesser degree on the outside (varnish degradation). Beneath the varnish is 
white paint applied by brush. The paint avoids covering the gilding decoration where not 
necessary (such fine gilding is next to impossible to match by restorers using ground 
bronze powder).  

For this reason all areas of decoration where the gilding is touched up or painted over 
betray some kind of damage underneath the paint, either gluing or possible replacement 
of a missing part. At the same time, all areas where the original gilding is intact, can be 
considered not damaged even if there is overpainting on the inside. 

In my opinion, there is more overpainting than actual damage. In other words the restorer 
painted over more than just the broken parts. But I cannot exclude that there are no losses 
that were replaced by filling.  

At least in some areas of the heavy overpainting there is present the kind of dimpled 
surface which suggests tiny bubbles or grains in the original glaze. This would indicate 
that the part is only broken, not replaced. 

See attached photo documentation for Vase 1 and Vase 2 

Except for the very yellow inside, the restoration is quite acceptable, especially because 
the main focus of the top of the vase is the lid. 

Atia Pokorny 

Artefact Conservator and Restorer 
Synthesis Group Inc. 
6 Wellesley Avenue 
Toronto, ON M4X1V3 
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